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Electronic literature is not just a ‘thing” or a ‘medium’ or
even a body of ‘works” in various ‘genres.” It is not poetry,
fiction, hypertext, gaming, codework, or some new
admixture of all these practices. E-Literature is, arguably,
an emerging cultural form, as much a collective creation
of new terms, keywords, genres, structures, and institutions
as it is the production of new literary objects.

My purpose in this talk is, first, fo infroduce to an emerging
field, electronic literature, that is itself a mixfture of writing
and design, image and narrative, text and texture. | derive
the term, ‘All-Over Writing,” from the practice of ‘All-Over
Painting” in abstract expressionism. What was once black
and white and read all over - the printed book - is now
viewed, annotated, navigated, and recombined within an
expansive network of electronic fexts.

| take ebr, the electronic book review, as my primary
example. Consistent with language that emerged early in
the development of the ‘web,’ | elaborate a vocabulary
of running threads, folds, and textures rather than links and
hotwords. The conceit of weaving, which was adopted

as a visual metaphor in the erb intferface design by Anne
Burdick (EBR 2.0), has since developed in ways that affect
the form and content of the journal, to the point where no
single genre - criticism, fiction, poetry, advertising, visual
arts - is ever presented apart from the others. A look af the
development of the ebr interface, from version 1.0 in the
year 1995 to the current, year-old version 4.0, reveals how
semantic and conceptual content can be present “all
over,” even in database technologies.

Joseph Tabbiis the author of two books of literary
criticism, Cognitive Fictions (Minnesota, 2002) and
Postmodern Sublime (Cornell, 1995). He edits ebr (www.
electronicbookreview.com) and hosted the 2005 Chicago
meeting of the Society for Literature, Science, and the
Arts. He is professor of literature at the University of lllinois,
Chicago and currently Fulbright Professor at the American
Studies Department of the University of Munich.

The talk will be held in English followed by a discussion
and some drinks.

Please make a reservation with Anda Klavina at:
aklavina@yahoo.co.uk or phone: 26880458.
For more information about e-t+t please visit: www.e-text-textiles.lv

e-text+textiles piedava

VISAS VIRSMAS RAKSTNIECIBA:
ATTELA, TEKSTA UN DATUBAZES
TEHNOLOGIJU AUSANA
ELEKTRONISKAJA LITERATURA

DZOZEFA TABI LEKCIJA

Norises vieta: e-text+textiles Auseklaiela 11 - 222, Riga
Laiks: Ceturtdien, 2007. gada 29. novembri plkst. 18:30 — 20:30

Lekcija saksies plkst. 19:00

Elektroniska literatira nav tikai ‘lieta’ vai ‘medijs’’ vai pat
dazados ‘zanros’ istenotu ‘darbu’ kopums. Ta nav dzeja,
proza, hiperteksts, datorspéle, kodéjums vai kads jauns o
izpausmes veidu sajaukums. E-literattra ir jauna kultdras
forma, kas top vienlaikus ar jauniem jédzieniem, zanriem,
struktdr@m un institGcijam, tapat ka jauniem literariem
veidojumiem.

Manas lekcijas uzdevums ir iepazistindt ar jaunu
kreativitates formu - elektronisko literattru, kas ir
rakstisanas un dizaina, attéla un narativa, teksta un
tekstUras sajaukums. Jédzienu “visas virsmas rakstnieciba’
esmu aizguvis no abstraktd ekspresionisma jédziena

‘visas virsmas gleznieciba’ CCAll-Over Paiting”). Kas reiz

bija melnbalta un fika lasita no sakuma lidz beigam -
drukatd gramata, tagad tiek skatita, anotéta, navigeta un
parveidota pieaugosa elektronisko tekstu tikla ietvaros.

Ka piemeru es izmantoju erb, the electronic book review.
Pieturoties pie valodas, kas radas ‘tikla” agrinaja stadija,
esmu izveidojis vardnicu ar ‘plastoSiem pavedieniem’,
‘ielocém’ un ‘teksturadm’, nevis ‘saitém’ un ‘atsleégvardiem’.
Ausanas téls, ko erb agrinds kontakvirsmas dizaina ka
vizualu metaforu ieviesa Anne Burdika (EBR 2.0), laika
gaitd ir attistijies, ietekmeéjot zurndla formu un saturu,

[[dz pat situacijai, ka neviens no zanriem - kritika, proza,
dzeja, reklama, vizudld maksla - nekad neparadads bez
paréjo klatbutnes. leskats ebr kontaktvirsmnas attistibd no
versijas 1.0 1995. gada [1dz pasreizéjai gadu vecajai versijai
4.0, atkldj, ka semantiskais un konceptudlais saturs pat
datubdzes tehnologdijas var tikt uztverts pa ‘visu virsmu’.

Dzozefs Tabi ir divu literatdrkritikas gramatu -

Cognitive Fictions (Minnesota, 2002) un Postmodern
Sublime (Cornell, 1995) - autors. Vins ir ebr (www.
electronicbookreview.com) redaktors, kur§ 2005. gada
Cikaga organizéjis Society for Literature, Science, and the
Arts konferenci. Tabi ir literatlras profesors llinoisas
Universitaté Cikagd, patlaban veic ari Fulbraita profesora
piendkumus Minhenes Universitates Amerikas studiju
centra.

Lekcija notiks anglu valoda. Vakara otraja daja
paredzétas diskusijas un dzérieni.

L4ddzam apstiprindt savu ierasanos Andai Klavinai pa talruni
26880458 vai epastu: aklavina@yahoo.co.uk.
Plasaka informacija par e-t+t: www.e-text-textiles.lv



